Name : Date :

Do you know which is the male and which is the female 7 What are their names ?
Write the correct name for them in the boxes.

duckling drake duck




Six little ducks

That | once knew

Fat ones, skinny ones,

Fair ones, too

But the one little duck

With the feather on his back
He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack

He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack.

Down to the river

They would go

Wibble, wobble, wibble, wobble,
To and fro

But the one little duck

With the feather on his back
He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack

He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack.

Back from the river

They would come

Wibble, wobble, wibble, wobble,
Ho, hum, hum

But the one little duck

With the feather on his back
He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack

He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack.

Six Little Ducks

Into the water they would dive
Over and under the other five
But the one little duck

With the feather on his back
He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack.

Home from the river they would go
Wibble wobble, wibble wobble,

Ho hum hum

But the one little duck

With the feather on his back

He led the others

With a quack, quack, quack.
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What are ducks ?

Ducks are birds. They are also called "waterfowls" because they are normally found in places with water like
ponds, streams and rivers. They are related to geese and swans. The duck is the smallest of them all.
Ducks also have shorter necks and wings and a stout body. They can live from 2-12 years, depending on
species.

Ducks have webbed feet, designed for swimming. Their webbed feet act like paddles for the ducks. A duck
waddles instead of walk because of its webbed feet. Do you know that the duck's feet cannot feel cold even
if it swims in icy cold water? This is because its feet has no nerves or blood vessels !!

Water-proof feathers

Ducks have water-proof feathers. There is a special gland that produces oil near the duck's tail which
spreads and covers the outer coat of the duck'’s feathers, making it water-proof. Beneath the water-proof
coat are fluffy and soft feathers to keep the duck warm.

Where are ducks found?

Ducks are found in wetlands, marshes, ponds, rivers, lakes and oceans. This is because ducks love the
water. Some species of ducks migrate or travel long distances every year to breed. Usually they travel to
warmer areas or where the water does not freeze so that they can rest and raise their young. The distance
may be thousands of miles away. Ducks are found everywhere in the world except the Antartica which is
too cold for

Mating

Ducks usually look for a mate or partner in winter. The males will attract the females with their colorful
plumage or feathers. The females will then lead the males to their breeding ground in spring. The breeding
ground will usually be the place where she was hatched. The female builds her nest with grass or reeds or
even in a hole in a tree. The male will guard their territory by chasing away other couples. Once the female
lays 5-12 eggs, she will start to sit on her eggs to keep it warm so that they can hatch into ducklings. The
males on the other hand, will be with the other males. The eggs will hatch within 28 days normally, except
for the Muscovy which takes about 35 days to hatch.

The mother duck will keep her brood of ducklings together to protect them from predators. Animals like the
racoon, turtles, hawks, large fish and snakes will eat the ducklings. Ducklings are able to fly within 5-8
weeks. Their feathers develop really fast. When the young are ready to fly, all the ducks will gather in flocks
on large lakes, marshes or the ocean to migrate to their wintering home. When the ducks fly, they usually
do so in a "V-shaped" or a long line.

Do you know what affects duck's production of eggs ?

The production of eggs are affected by daylight. When there is more daylight, the ducks will lay more eggs.
In the months of July to December when daylight is short, they slow down their production of eggs.
Sometimes, they stop laying eggs completely during these months. To prevent this from happening, farmers
use artificial lighting so that the ducks have about 17 hours of light a day to produce eggs efficiently.


http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Farm/ducks1.html

